Maintaining good practice in the administration of medicines to children.
This article discusses the role of the children's nurse in the administration of medicines to children. What is meant by the phrase 'off label' is explained, along with the legal processes involved in ensuring medicines are safe to be administered to children, and the ethical issues behind the practice of crushing and disguising medication. Areas where errors can occur are identified and the importance of assessing each child and minimising harm are emphasised.